Sophocles
(496?-406 B.C.)
A. Greatest of Ancient Greek
Playwrights
B. Known for his dramatic,
poetic, & musical talents
C. Was a general, political
leader, & priest

- Wrote 120 tragedies-only 7
survive today
- Plays always contain a moral
lesson
- Was a technical innovator:
added a third character,
introduced painted sets,
reduced the size of the chorus
to 15, and made each play a
part of a trilogy separate in
nature (each play could stand
alone)
!Oedipus

Rex

!Oedipus

at Colonus

!Antigone

Admired for his Oedipus Trilogy
A. Written over a 40 year period
B. Began with the last & third part of
the trilogy, Antigone
C. Twelve years later he wrote the first
part of series, Oedipus the King
D. During the last year of his life, he
wrote the middle segment, Oedipus
at Colonus

The Oedipus Trilogy
Play 1: Oedipus Rex

• King Laios & Queen Jocasta of Thebes
learn from an oracle that their newborn
son would kill his father and marry his
mother
• They give their son to a shepherd who is
to pin the child’s ankles together and
leave him for dead on top of a mountain
• The shepherd, however, gives the boy to
another shepherd who then gives the
child to the King & Queen of Corinth who
cannot have children of their own

The Oedipus Trilogy
Play I: Oedipus Rex
• They adopt the child and name him
Oedipus, which means “swollen
foot” or “clubbed foot”
• When Oedipus is older, he learns of
the oracle’s prediction…Believing
that the king & queen of Corinth are
his real parents, he runs away from
his terrible fate
• During his journey to Thebes, an
arrogant man runs Oedipus off the
road in his chariot. Because his
honor is a stake, Oedipus fights the
man and kills him.

The Oedipus Trilogy
Play I: Oedipus Rex
• At Thebes, he conquers the Sphinx
who is terrorizing the city.
• By answering the Sphinx’s riddle
correctly, he defeats the monster and
gains the throne of Thebes.
• Now, he is the new king, and the old
king’s widow becomes Oedipus’
queen.
• Oedipus and Jocasta have four
children together: two sons,
Polyneices and Eteocles; and two
daughters, Antigone and Ismene.

The Oedipus Trilogy
Play I: Oedipus Rex
• A plague strikes Thebes, and the
oracle states that it will not end until
Laios’ murderer is punished
• The blind prophet Teiresais tells
Oedipus that the man he killed while
traveling to Thebes was King Laios,
Oedipus’ real father
• With the truth learned, Jocasta kills
herself, and Oedipus gouges out his
eyes, for he had been blind to the
truth all these years.

The Oedipus Trilogy
Play II: Oedipus in Colonus

• After these disasters, Creon
temporarily takes over as acting ruler
of Thebes and exiles Oedipus
• Oedipus, accompanied by his daughter
Antigone, wanders the countryside as
a beggar until he reaches the sanctuary
at Colonus, where he dies

The Oedipus Trilogy
Play II: Oedipus in Colonus
• Antigone returns to Thebes to
find her brothers had agreed to
rule Thebes in alternate years.
• Eteocles’ turn is first, however,
he refuses to give up the throne
when his rule is over.
• Civil War breaks out between the
two brothers, Eteocles and
Polyneices.
• The brothers finally kill each
other during the battle.

The Oedipus Trilogy
Play II: Oedipus in Colonus
• Creon now becomes the king of Thebes.
• He gives Eteocles, his ally, a hero’s burial,
but he refuses to bury Polyneices because
he considers him a traitor.
• By not burying Polyneices, Creon defies the
holiest of laws, and now, Polyneices soul
will be condemned to eternal unrest.
• This is where the play Antigone begins.
• The main conflict of the play is between
Antigone, who believes that God’s laws must
be obeyed and wants to bury Polyneices ,
and Creon who stands firm that the laws of
the state must be top priority.

Major Characters in Antigone

• Antigone – protagonist, daughter of
Oedipus

• Creon – King of Thebes and Antigone’s
uncle

• Ismene – Antigone’s sister
• Haemon – Creon’s son and Antigone’s
fiancé

Chorus
• “the elders of the city

Thebes” whose age and
opinion would have
been respected

• Part of cast who chant
parados, odes and
paean.

Choragos
• Leader of the chorus
• Often times interacts

with characters one on
one

Prologue
• Usually presents a central
moral issue and sets up
basic conflict

• Sets forth the action and

provides the mythological
background necessary for
understanding of the
events of the play

Parados
• Song sung by the chorus
• Follows the prologue

Episodes
• A narrative section of

the play when the main
events take place

• Often divided from the
next episode by odes
(stasimons).

Ode (Stasimon)
• a choral section of the play.
• The language of these

sections is elevated, more
“poetic”; often supplementary
information or the mood of
the play’s internal audience is
revealed

• A choral ode that often

reflects on the dialogue and
events of the preceding
episode.

Parts of the Ode
Strophe

• Part of ode that the

chorus chants as it
moves from right to left
across stage

Antistrophe

• Part of ode that the

chorus chants as it
moves back across the
stage from left to right

Paean
• Hymn in praise of god –
in this case Dionysus,
in whose honor the
Greeks performed the
plays

Exodus
• The final, or exit, scene

