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In-text Citation in MLA Style

1. All in-text citations in MLA style follow  author / page format: (Smith 21).
2. Every piece of information from the original source must be paraphrased and/or summarized.
3. If there is no author, cite by the abbreviated title (the first 1-3 words): (“Avoiding Self-Organized Extinction” 27).

PRACTICE ASSIGNMENT
1.Known author and page numbers:

Gowdy, John. "Avoiding Self-organized Extinction: Toward an Evolutionary Economics of Sustainability." 
 International Journal of Sustainable Development and World Ecology 14.1 (2007): 27-36. Print.

 Trafficking is a stubborn problem and a staggering one worldwide, affecting an estimated 600,000 to 800,000 victims a 
year. Victims have come from at least 50 countries in almost every part of the world and are trafficked to virtually every state — 
to clandestine factories, restaurants, farms, massage parlors, even private homes where women and girls are kept in servitude. 
Federal officials say 14,500 to 17,500 of them are trafficked to the United States, where the myriad forms of modern-day slavery 
present an elusive target for those trying to eradicate it.

Signal phrase

No signal phrase:

When the source cites someone else:

2. NO author or page numbers:
"Blueprint Lays Out Clear Path for Climate Action." Environmental Defense Fund. Environmental Defense Fund, 8 
 May 2007. Web. 24 May 2009.

 Two leading human rights organizations have accused the United States of, in effect, throwing away the lives 
of more than 2,000 juvenile offenders sentenced to life imprisonment without the possibility of parole - a punishment 
out of step with international law but one increasingly popular with tough-on-crime US legislators. According to a 
report being published today by Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch, the United States is the only 
country to punish juveniles so severely on a routine basis. They counted 2,225 child offenders locked up for life 
across 42 American states. In the rest of the world, they found only a dozen other cases, restricted to three countries - 
Israel, South Africa and Tanzania.
Signal phrase: When there is no author, do not use signal phrases (they sound very awkward) -use parenthetical citations only.

No signal phrase:

When the source cites someone else:



3. Organization as an author, no page numbers:

United States Environmental Protection Agency. "Putting a Price on Pollution." Usnews.com. US News & World 
 Rept., 6 May 2007. Web. 24 May 2009.

 Greenhouse gas emissions are not the only way that people can change the climate. Activities such as 
agriculture or road construction can change the reflectivity of Earth's surface, leading to local warming or cooling. 
This effect is observed in urban centers, which are often warmer than surrounding, less populated areas. Emissions of 
small particles, known as aerosols, into the air can also lead to reflection or absorption of the sun's energy.

Signal phrase

No signal phrase:


