2011 AP® ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION

FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS (Form B)

Question 3

(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts as one-third of the total essay section score.)

In The Writing of Fiction (1925), novelist Edith Wharton states the following.

At every stage in the progress of his tale the novelist must rely on what may be called
the illuminating incident to reveal and emphasize the inner meaning of each
situation. Iluminating incidents are the magic casements of fiction, its vistas on

infinity.

Choose a novel or play that you have studied and write a well-organized essay in which you describe an
“jlluminating” episode or moment and explain how it functions as a “casement,” a window that opens onto the
meaning of the work as a whole. Avoid mere plot summary.

You may select a work from the list below or another appropriate novel or play of comparable literary merit.

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

As I Lay Dying

The Awakening
Beloved

Catch-22

The Catcher in the Rye
Dr. Faustus

Emma

The Good Soldier
Heart of Darkness

M. Butterfly

Major Barbara

The Mayor of Casterbridge
Mrs. Dalloway

Native Son

Oedipus Rex

Othello

Passing

A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man
The Portrait of a Lady

Pride and Prejudice

The Remains of the Day

The Scarlet Letter

A Soldier’s Play

A Streetcar Named Desire
Surfacing

Their Eyes Were Watching God
Twelfth Night

Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
Who Has Seen the Wind

STOP

END OF EXAM
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AP® ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION
2011 SCORING GUIDELINES (Form B)

Question 3
(An Iluminating Episode or Moment)

The score reflects the quality of the essay as a whole — its content, style, and mechanics. Students are
rewarded for what they do well. The score for an exceptionally well-written essay may be raised by 1 point
above the otherwise appropriate score. In no case may a poorly written essay be scored higher than a 3.

9-8

4-3

These essays identify an “iluminating” episode or moment in a novel or play and persuasively
analyze how the moment functions as a “casement,” a window that opens onto the meaning of the
work as a whole. Using apt and specific textual support, these essays effectively identify an
episode or moment and explore its meaning. Although these essays may not be error-free, they
exhibit the student's ability to discuss a literary work with insight and understanding, while
demonstrating clarity, precision, coherence, and — in the case of an essay scored a 9 — particular
persuasiveness and/or stylistic flair.

These essays identify an “illuminating” episode or moment in a novel or play and offer a reasonable
analysis of how such a moment functions as a window that opens onto the meaning of the work as
a whole. These essays offer insight and understanding, but the analysis is less thorough, less
perceptive, and/or less specific in supporting detail than that of the 9-8 essays. References to the
text may not be as apt or as persuasive. Essays scored a 7 present better developed analysis and
more consistent commmand of elements of effective composition than do essays scored a 6.

These essays respond to the assigned task with a plausible reading, but they tend to be superficial
in analysis. They may rely upon plot summary that contains some analysis, implicit or explicit.
Although these responses attempt to discuss an episode or moment in a novel or play and how it
functions as a window that opens onto the meaning of the work, they may demonstrate a
simplistic understanding. They demonstrate adequate control of language, but they may be
marred by surface errors. These essays are not as well conceived, organized, or developed as 7-6
essays.

These lower-half essays fail to offer an adequate understanding of the work. They may fail to
identify an “illuminating” moment or they may fail adequately to explore its meaning. They may
rely on plot summary alone; their assertions may be unsupported or irrelevant. The writing may
demonstrate a lack of control over the conventions of composition: inadequate development of
ideas, an accumulation of errors, or an argument that is unclear, inconsistent, or repetitive. Essays
scored a 3 may contain significant misreading and/or demonstrate inept writing.

Although these essays make some attempt to respond to the prompt, they compound the
weaknesses of the responses in the 4-3 range. Often, they are unacceptably brief or incoherent in
presenting their ideas. They are poorly written and contain distracting errors in grammar and
mechanics. Remarks may be ptesented with little clarity, organization, or supporting evidence.
Essays scored a 1 contain little coherent discussion of the text.

These essays do no more than make a reference to the task.

These essays are either left blank or are completely off topic.
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