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What is a theme?

• Themes can be found everywhere: 
literature, art, movies etc…

• The theme of a piece of literature is its 
view about life and how people behave.
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Theme & Meaning

Theme is… 
• underlying meaning of the story, 
• a universal truth, 
• a significant statement the story is making 

about society, human nature, or the human 
condition. 
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Theme = message

The theme of a literary work is the 
message the author is trying to 
convey/communicate about life in 
general, people in general, or human 
nature.
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At times the author's theme may 
not confirm or agree with your 
own beliefs. 

Even then, if skillfully written, 
the work will still have a 
theme that illuminates some 
aspects of true human 
experience.
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An understanding of theme 
is dependent upon one's 
previous experience of life 
and literature. 
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An understanding of theme 
is dependent upon one's 
previous experience of life 
and literature. 

At the same time, theme in 
literature can expand one's 
understanding of life 

(learn from someone else’s 
mistakes).
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Be aware that the theme never 
completely explains the story--

it is simply one of  the elements that make up 
the whole. 

Many works of  literature have 
secondary themes as well. 
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• Now, consider conflicts, their 
resolutions, character and plot 
development of “The Crucible.” What 
do you think is the central theme of 
the play?
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